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Background

The Gulf Arab States Educational Research Center (GASERC)
organizes this conference as one of its main events that aims
at following the global developments in educational theory
and practice. Expectedly, the conference will help to enrich the
discussions about educational development in the member states
of the Arab Bureau of Education for Gulf States (ABEGS). It
provides an opportunity to share experiences among educators at
the regional and international levels. It can also assist in providing
insights that can positively inform educational reform initiatives in
ABEGS member states.

Context

The recent crisis brought on by the Covid 19 outbreak, which has
afflicted the entire world for the past two years, has exposed the
many inadequacies in our education systems and has revealed their
struggle to adapt to the changes forced by the current unanticipated
crisis. By and large, school closure applied as a precautionary and
protective measure to contain the pandemic has taken a toll on
many students. It has deprived millions of them from education,
resulting in a significant learning loss for them, with far-reaching
consequences that could persist for so many years to come.

Nonetheless, the dire situation created by the recent pandemic has
brought to light the deep crisis the educational system has been suffering
from for decades and has revealed the need for rethinking approaches to
education. Hence, many research efforts have emerged that perceive the
recent crisis as a catalyst for profound transformation that has altered
people’s perspective towards education, its institutions, and delivery
channels. Fundamentally, it seems that we are on the verge of a new era
of educational reform; one that will witness significant and structural
changes in established educational systems, driven by the constant and
rapid development of information and communication technology
(ICT), as well as the widespread application of digital technology across
many domains.

Apart from Covid 19 crisis, today humanity is facing major
global challenges, including climate change, digital transformation,
workplace automation, violent conflicts and civil unrest. To
overcome these challenges, we must strive to prepare the next
generation to live a better life by enhancing their understanding
of the emerging trends that will shape their future lives, and how
to efficiently address them. Certainly, education lies at the heart of
these efforts that aim at improving future life and promote human
welfare. It is the best long-term investment.

However, while contemporary educational reforms have generated
potential opportunities for improving education and supporting its
role in addressing today’s pressing issues, they have also revealed
a number of challenges that must be addressed. As a result, there
is an urgent need to develop an innovative educational model that
can anticipate the future based on existing conditions, by mapping
opportunities and constraints, in order to plan for a brighter future
for the next generation.

Objectives

° Identifying the current education crisis, diagnosing its root
causes, examining its features, and assessing its impact on
educational systems’ ability to respond to economic and
societal development needs.

° Suggesting innovative solutions and alternatives to reshape
current education systems to adequately respond to the
challenges posed by recent transformations and future
development demands.

e  Discerning global innovative trends and new practices
in digital curriculum design, digital learning resources,
pedagogical and evaluation practices, and teacher professional
development.

®  Exchanging educational experiences and fostering
collaboration among member states.

Themes

1. Global trends and the future of education

®  The crisis faced by education systems in light of contemporary
challenges.

e  The future of education in the context of the increasing
complexity of today’s world and the rapid development of
recent digital technology.

2.  Restructuring the education system: exploring innovative
digital solutions

° Educational reforms needed at the structual and institutional
levels, and the alternative moods of education delivery.

° Innovative digital solutions that integrate physical and virtual
settings of learning.

3. Curriculum: content, resources and design

° Curriculum design, content selection, and dealing with
learning resources in the digital age.

®  Integrating information and communication technology
into teaching and learning process.

4. Teacher education: new competencies and roles
®  Teachersnew roles in the context of digital learning models.

° Developing teaching competencies needed for physical, digital
and blended learning environments.

Program

Opening speeches by the conference sponsor representative,
the Director General of the Arab Bureau of Education for the
Gulf States (ABEGS), the Director of the Gulf Arab States
Educational Research Center (GASERC), and representatives
of regional educational organizations.

Eight Lectures covering the conference themes delivered by
keynote speakers.

Two workshops covering the following topics:

1. Developing digital educational resources

2. Teachers professional development to integrate digital
technologies in education

Exhibition of publications of (ABEGS) and its affiliated

institutions.

Expected Outcomes

A Final report on conference proceedings will be prepared,
which includes conference papers, speeches, as well as key
recommendations.

Participants

®  Keynote speakers, well-versed in the conference
themes, from different regions of the world.

e  Representatives of regional and international educa-
tional organizations.

®  Educational leaders and specialists from ABEGS
member states (United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Yemen,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Oman and Qatar).

®  Professors from colleges of education and professionals
working in the educational sector.

®  GASERC and ABEGS experts and researchers.
Languages

The working languages during the conference will be Arabic
and English. Simultaneous interpretation will be available.




